Amendments to the Claims; 



1. (currently amended) A tamper notification and protection 
device for use with a valve, said valve including a first 
fitting to be protected, a second fitting connectable to a 
tank, and a burst disk, said device comprising; 

a tapered cylinder having a base and inner and outer 
sur faces: with securing means;,. 

a first strap attached to one side of the tapered 
cylinder and bendable about the valve, said first strap having 
a ring through which said burst disk is insertabl e, said ring 
further having an extended base; 

a second strap attached to another side of the 
tapered cylinder and bendable about the valve,- and 

means for fastening said fii-st strap to said second 

strap:, 

:2 . (original) The device of claiin 1 further comprising a tab 

disposed on said first strap, said tab including perforations. 

3. (original) The device of claim 1 further comprising at 
least one indentation at which said first and second straps 
are bendable. 

4. (original) The device of claim 1 further comprising a 
series, of indentations, said first and second straps each 
bendable at each indentation of said series, 

5. (original) The device of clsirr. 1 further coaprising 
channels at which sa-id first and second straps are bendable. 

6. (original) The device of claim 1 wherein said means for 
fastening includes a tongue included within said first strap. 



7. (original) The device of claim 6 wherein said means for 
fastening includes a tongue receiver included within said 
second strap., 

8. (original) The device of claim 7 wherein said tongue 
includes a saw edge fastenable to said tongue receiver-. 

9. (original) The device of claim S wherein said tongue 
receiver includes a protrusion preventing said saw edge tongue 
fi-om being retracted after insertion. 

10- (original) The device of claim 1 wherein a base extends 
from said ring forming a needle eye shaped. 

11. (original) The device of claim 1 wherein said first and 
second straps are comprised of plastic . 

'[?. . i M inal ) The device of claim 1 wherein said cylinder is 

comprised of plastic.: 

13. (original) The device of claim 1 wherein said first strap 
is bendable at three locations and said second strap is 
bendable at one location, said straps forming a square -like 
shape when fastened to one another.: 

14. (original) The device of claim 1 wherein said first and 
second straps are integral with one another. 

15. {cancelled} 

16. (original) The device of claim 1 wherein said securing 
meiahs are tangs . 
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17. (currently amended) A tamper notification and protection 
device for use with a valve, said valve including a first 
fitting to be protected, a second fitting connectable to a 
tank, and a burst disk, said device comprising: 

means for blocking particles from entering said 
first fitting, said means for blocking receivable by said 
■first fitting; and 

a first strap and. a second s-t^a-^ : Strap configured 
to be bendable about said valve and attached to said means for 
blocking said first fitting, said first strap having a ring 
through which said burst disk is insert able, said ring further 
having an extended base , said means for blocking being 
disposed between said stragsa firsfc strap and ajBeGond. strap , 
and said first strap configured to be fas tenable to said 
second strap, 

la . (original) The device of claim 17 wherein said means for 
blocking is a thimble. 

19. (previously presented) The device of claim 17 wherein 
said thitrible includes an inner surface and an outer surface 
either one or both of said surfaces having tangs connectable 
to said first fitting... 

20. {previously presented) The device of claim 19 wherein 
said first fitting is receivable by said thimble when said 

thiiTLble has tangs on an inner surface and said thimble is 
receivable by said first fitting when said thimble has tangs 
■on ::an outer sur^face^: 

21. (original) The device of claim 17 further comprising a: 
tab disposed on said first strap, said tab including 
perforations .. 



22— 23;. ■( canceled) 



24. (original) The device of claim 17 further comprising an 
indentation at which said strap is bendable. 

25. (original) The device of claim 17 wherein said second 
strap further comprises a first strap receiver. 

26. (original) The device of claim 17 wherein said means for 
blocking is a tapered Gylinder having a .base:. 

27. (previously presented) The device of claim 26 wherein 
said tapered cylinder having a base includes an inner surface 
having tangs and an outer surface having tangs, wherein said 
first fitting is receivable by said tapered cylinder v/hen said 
tapered cylinder has tangs on said inner surface and said 
tapex'ed cylinder is receivable by said first fitcing when said 
tapered cylinder has tangs on said outer surface. 

28. (original) The device of claim 17 wherein said first 
strap is bendable at three locations and said second strap is 
bendable at one location, said straps forming a square -like 
shape when rfastened. to one another. 

29 (esnceled:) 

30. (currently amended) A protection device for use with a 
valve, said valve including a first fitting connectable to a 
distribution mechanism, afid a second fitting connectable to a 
tank, and a burst disk, said device comprising.-: 

a tapered cylinder having a base, an inner surface 
with securing means, and an outer surface with securing means, 
said tapered cylinder attachable to said first fitting with 
either said securing means of said inner surface or said 
securing means of. said oviter surf ace_?_ 
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a first strap attached to one side of the tapered 
cylinder and bendable about the valve, said first strap having 
a ring through which said burst diak is insertable, said ring 
further having an extended base; 

a second strap attached to another side of the 
t apered cylinder and bendable about the valve? and 

means- for- fastening said, first: : at rap, bo. said second 

strap .., 

31. (currently amended) A protection device for use with a 
valve, said valve including a first fitting connectable to a 
distribution mechanism, &etd a second fitting connectable to a 
tank, and a burst disk, said device comprising: 

a capered thinible having inner and cuter sur. a' 
with securing means for attachment of said first fitting with 
either said inner or out-.;r ■^ i. \-K-rirt.j.; 

a first strap attached co one side of the tapered 
thimble and bendable about the valve, said first strap having 
a ring through which said burst disk is insertable, said ring 
further having an extended: base ; 

a second strap attached to another side of the 
ta pered thimble and bendable about the valve; and 

means for fastening said first strap to said second 

strap ♦ 

32. (original) The device of claim 31 wherein said inner and 
outer securing means are tangs. 



